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1.

‘For the very possibility of a history of lieux de memoire
demonstrates the existence of an invisible thread linking
apparently unconnected objects...There is a differentiated
network to which all of which separate identities belong, an
unconscious organization of collective memory that it is our
responsibility to bring to consciousness...

One simple but decesive trait of lieux de memoire sets them
apart from every type of history to which we have become
accustomed, ancient or modern. Every previous historical or
scientific approach to memory, whether national or social, has
concerned itself with realia with things in themselves and in
their immediate reality; or rather, they are their own referent:
pure, exclusively self- referential signs.’

(Pierre Nora, Between Memory and History: lieuex de memoire,
Trans. by Marc Roudebush, 1989.)

‘The concept of ‘theatres of memory  for instance, which was
coined by the English historian Raphael Samuel also combines
theoretical approaches to cultural memory with historical
analysis of memory cultures, in this case, British memory
culture... According to Samuel, we live in a vibrant historical
culture and the rise of heritage and living history testifies to
an expanding and intrinsically democratic sense of history. The
project of inventorying ‘theatres of memory ‘pays tribute to
popular heritage culture, thus writing a mneumo- history from
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below, which both reflects and propels the democratisation of
history.’

(Birgit Neumann, Ansgar Nunning (ed.), Travelling Concepts
for the Study of Culture, Hubert & Co. K. Gottingen, 2012.)
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